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HANS-GEORG PFLAUM
Demougin (S.) , Loriot (X.) , Cosme (P.) , Lefebvre (S.)
(edd.) H.-G. Pflaum: un historien du XXe siècle. Actes du colloque
international de Paris les 21, 22 et 23 octobre 2004. (Hautes Études
du Monde Gréco-Romain 37.) Pp. 542, µgs, ills, maps, pls.
Geneva: Librairie Droz S.A., 2006. Paper, SFr 148. ISBN:
978-2-600-01099-3.
doi:10.1017/S0009840X07001151
This extremely rich and instructive book is a collection of essays originating from a
conference held in Paris in honour of Hans-Georg P·aum (1902–79). The book
brings together a consistent collection of studies that evoke P.’s methods and interests
in order to shed light on various aspects of ancient history, from the administration of
the Roman empire to the army, from the Roman colonisation of Africa to the coinage
of Probus, from the Gaulish aristocracy under Augustus to the role of Greek
networks in the age of the Roman civil wars. These studies show the extent to which
P.’s scholarship has been successful in stimulating much good work in the µelds of
prosopography, epigraphy, numismatics, archaeology and papyrology, all disciplines
which, as is nowadays agreed among scholars, are no less important than the study of
literary sources when it comes to writing ancient history.
From Ségolène Demougin’s introduction and Pierre Salama’s essay we get a sketch
of P.’s interesting and dramatic life. He was a Berliner, of a rich background; he
studied jurisprudence but switched to classics after his father’s textile industry
declined; when the Nazis rose to power, in 1933, he escaped to France, where he
married Mia, another refugee. From that moment his life became totally French (he
even changed his name to Jean); still, he admired the past glories of the Prussian
army, and some of this nostalgia emerges in his passion for the Roman army. A
signiµcant part of his life was spent in Algeria, and precisely in Djemila, where he
studied the Roman inscriptions, which he published as the Inscriptions latines
d’Algérie (ILAlg); through epigraphy he was able to reconstruct the interplay between
the local elites, the Berber tribes, the Roman military settlers and Italian migrants,
freedmen and slaves, in the creation of municipia.
The µrst section of the book, one of the most interesting in my view, continues this
strand in P.’s research and presents a series of essays on Roman inscriptions from
Africa, a continent that played such an important role in P.’s life. Claude Lepelley
revises and re-discusses P.’s work on the confederation of Cirta; he analyses the
epigraphic evidence to reconstruct the composition of the population and, after
comparing it with that of other cities, he concludes that at Cirta the Roman military
settlers dealt a lot more with the local elites who had achieved citizenship. Monique
Dondin-Payre surveys P.’s studies in African onomastics and shows their importance,
against all detractors of prosopography. Paul Corbier presents a study of the
hierarchy of networks of the African cities on the basis of P.’s studies on
Cuicul-Djemila. Géza Alföldy studies P.’s attitude to Africa in an article published in
1963 in the Universal History series Propyläen Weltgeschichte and µnds that, after his
experience in Algeria, the historian turned to less ‘traditional’ issues, such as the
economic history of the empire, the work of the emperors (whom he admired), and
the degree of integration of foreign communities in the Roman empire. In Africa P.
probably realised that it was no longer possible to write a celebratory history of the
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Roman empire as a form of justiµcation for the colonial empires of the twentieth
century.
By drawing from P.’s collection of documents in the Indexes of the ILAlg, Yann Le
Bohec surveys the sources for the Roman army in Africa and compiles a table of the
military staff known to have served there. Pierre Cosme addresses the problem of the
recruitment of commanders and their training, posing the question whether they were
chosen for being good politicians or experienced generals; he also tackles the problem
of communications in the Roman world, and the di¸culty for the emperors in
monitoring the movements of all their troops. Patrick Le Roux looks at the
hierarchies of the Roman empire and the recruitment in the Roman army of
‘barbarian’ troops from a chronological perspective, which allows him to highlight the
most important military reforms, those enacted by Augustus, Domitian, Hadrian and
Septimius Severus.
A series of essays throws fresh light on the administration of the empire. Sabine
Lefebvre looks at new inscriptions concerning Roman procurators in Spain, and
Stéphane Benoist treats the Thorigny marble (the subject of P.’s µrst book); this was
the base of a statue which the assembly of the ‘Three Gauls’ dedicated to a local
aristocrat in the city of the Viducasses (Vieux in the Calvados) in the early third
century a.d. Xavier Loriot sketches a project for the reconstruction of the fasti of the
governors of Pontus from Gallienus to Julian; the starting point was a list of
governors presented by P. in a seminar. Anne Daguet-Gagey looks at the cura operum
publicorum under Augustus, while Élisabeth Deniaux furnishes a lively and extremely
rich portrait of the political/social networks and the relations of patronage in
Buthrotum (Epirus) in the period of the Roman civil wars. Silvio Panciera, from a
more general perspective, uses a body of inscriptions to classify and interpret the
supposed ‘virtues’ of Roman provincial governors.
Werner Eck pays homage to P.’s classic on the Carrières équestres – a book still
valid over 40 years after its publication – by comparing the dignitas of the senators
with that of the knights, in other words the different ways in which senators and
knights wanted to be honoured in public. Eck bases his investigation on inscriptions
from various places, and shows how ·uid the system could be (if an eques was
powerful enough, he could receive honours normally bestowed on senators). Mireille
Corbier, in P.’s footsteps, challenges a rigid idea of impermeable ordines at Rome,
showing the extent to which there were accepted connections between title, status and
social rank. Although P. was not particularly interested in religions, François Bérard
takes into consideration his research on the cult of Jupiter Depulsor which he
investigates in detail. As Daniel Nony remembers, P. had a true passion for
numismatics, a passion that has inspired interesting studies such as those by Claude
Brenot, who presents a systematic analysis of the coinage documenting Caracalla’s
visit to the shrine of the god Sin-Lunus, and by Sylviane Estiot, who changes the
dating of the Germanic war of Probus by looking at the related coinage. Bernard
Rémy analyses the onomastics of the people in Valence in the Narbonensis. Finally,
François Paschoud surveys the work – mainly prosopographical – that P. devoted to
the Historia Augusta. All the contributors to this book underline the overall
importance of P.’s teachings as regards method. His use of inscriptions and
prosopography, and his attention to personal names, were not ends in themselves but
an attempt to look at old and vexed problems from a new perspective; his method was
neither mechanical nor systematic, as he was always ready to open to discussion the
results he achieved, when any new document was found that might contradict his
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assumptions. In conclusion, this book is an essential complement to P.’s works, and
certainly deserves to be read by all students of Roman history.
University of Newcastle upon Tyne LIVIA CAPPONI
livia.capponi@ncl.ac.uk
THEODOSIUS II
M illar (F.) A Greek Roman Empire. Power and Belief under
Theodosius II, 408–450. (Sather Classical Lectures 64.) Pp. xxvi + 279.
Berkeley, Los Angeles and London: University of California Press,
2006. Cased, £32.50. ISBN: 978-0-520-24703-1.
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The reign of Theodosius II (408–50) was longer and generated more written evidence
than any other Roman emperor’s. The substantial compilation of imperial law in the
Codex Theodosianus has been fruitfully studied in recent years, but the far more
massive records of Church Councils and associated documentation relating to the
Nestorian controversy, published in Schwartz’s Acta Conciliorum Oecumenicorum, are
not well known, except for speciµc items such as Cyril of Alexandria’s schedule of
imperial bribes, and have never been subjected to rigorous historical analysis. This
material, supplemented by a wide range of other sources, offers opportunities,
probably unparalleled, for the investigation of the Roman empire at work, the
processes whereby issues were identiµed, opposing view-points advanced, decisions
reached and the imperial will then propagated to the empire’s inhabitants.
This challenge has now been thoroughly tackled by Fergus Millar, and this volume
will constitute an essential basis for future research. Its approaches and conclusions
are deµned by M.’s earlier volumes, the magisterial Emperor in the Roman World
(1977/1992) and The Roman Near East 31 B.C. – A.D. 337 (1993): detailed and cautious
studies of surviving evidence for communications between emperors, o¸cials and
subjects, with particular attention to the role of the different languages of power in
the Greek-speaking half of a Latin-based Roman empire. These volumes concluded
with Constantine, though they also recognised that later evidence, particularly the
legal texts in the Codex Theodosianus, or ‘letters’ as M. correctly and repeatedly
insists, were of central relevance, so that an extension was always likely; since the
world of Ammianus has been ably treated, in particular by John Matthews,
Theodosius II presented the next obvious topic.
The volume is based on the 2003 Sather lectures, with the oral origin being evident
in numerous minor repetitions (some could proµtably have been removed). The
chapters focus on the interaction of Greek and Roman elements in the imperial
system; the empire’s geopolitical situation; languages, not only the o¸cially
recognised Latin and Greek but also Syriac, which introduces consideration of the
disadvantaged communities of pagans, Jews and Samaritans; Church–State relations,
with particular reference to the Nestorian controversy; two opponents of the
emperor’s doctrinal will who produced neglected historical accounts of their
experiences, Nestorius and Irenaeus; and µnally an overview of the system in
operation. Central to all chapters is the probing of the contexts of public communi-
cations, debate and persuasion: the pedigree of material has to be established and
then stressed at every citation to ensure that analysis is securely grounded.
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